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ou the anxious ground of Austrian reciprocity in the
liberality and sincerity which directs the conduct of
our Government,

4 You will think it strange that Baron Thugut should
make such an unnecessary and gratuitous sacrifice of
character, and should expose the Emperor's affairs to
so much voluntary inconvenience and hazard, by shak-
ing the confidence and alienating the friendship of the
only ally that remains to him in a case where he had
every motive to give us satisfaction and none what-
ever to withhold it. Can anyone tell why he was
several weeks before he communicated his first corre-
spondence with Bonaparte, or why he has so long re-
fused to acquaint me even with the purport of the
last; since both the answers were perfectly fit to be
shown to us, and the last as reported by him is
exactly iu the spirit we should ourselves have de-
sired ? We should often do too much honour to his
eccentricities and perverseness if we ascribed them to
any deep and designing policy. He is more governed
by passion and caprice than a man of his character
generally is; and I think, besides, that he has a natural
and constitutional predilection in favour of the wrong
and especially the ungracious way ; as Burke said, " a
fond election of evil." Like all passionate men, how-
ever, he comes round if a little time is allowed.'

The discovery of some of the secret views of the First
Consul, by the means of an intercepted correspondence
between himself in Egypt and the French Directory,